Advancing Dentists charitable dental initiatives--an American Dental Association perspective.
Volunteering to help individuals with profound need or who might not have access to oral health care is part of the ethical fabric of the dental profession. This article describes examples from the spectrum of such programs, ranging from those sponsored by national, state, and component groups in organized dentistry to faith-based groups, collaborations with other health professions, and individual practitioners. The American Dental Association serves as a catalyst, support, and clearing house for such programs.